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(g) The frequency and procedures for
conducting training,

(h) Procedures for selecting or re-
placing co-chairs and selecting, replac-
ing, or adding RAB members,

(i) Specifics on the size of the RAB,
periods of membership, and co-chair
length of service,

(j) Review of public comments and
responses,

(k) Participation of the general pub-
lic,

(1) Keeping the public informed about
proceedings of the RAB,

(m) Discussing the agenda for the
next meeting and issues to be ad-
dressed, and

(n) Methods for resolving disputes.

§202.8 Training RAB members.

Training is not required for RAB
members. It may be advisable, how-
ever, to provide RAB members with
some initial orientation training re-
garding the purpose and responsibil-
ities of the RAB, familiarization on
cleanup technologies, chemicals of con-
cern, and sampling protocols, as well as
informing them of the availability of
independent technical advice and docu-
ment review through EPA’s Technical
Assistant Grant program and DoD’s
Technical Assistance for Public Par-
ticipation (TAPP) program, to enable
them to fulfill their responsibilities.
Training should be site-specific and
beneficial to RAB members. The DoD
installation may also provide in-house
assistance to discuss technical issues.
Funding for training activities must be
within the scope of administrative sup-
port for RABs, as permitted in §202.12.

§202.9 Conducting RAB meetings.

(a) Public participation. RAB meetings
shall be open to the public.

(1) The installation co-chair shall
prepare and publish a timely public no-
tice in a local newspaper of general cir-
culation announcing each RAB meet-
ing. If applicable, it is recommended
that the meeting also be announced on
the installation’s Web site.

(2) Each RAB meeting shall be held
at a reasonable time and in a manner
or place reasonably accessible to and
usable by all participants, including
persons with disabilities.

§202.10

(3) Presentation materials and read-
able maps should be provided to all
meeting participants as appropriate.

(4) Interested persons shall be per-
mitted to attend, appear before, or file
statements with any RAB, subject to
such reasonable rules or regulations as
may be prescribed. Open solicitation of
public comments shall be permitted
and members of the public will have a
designated time on the agenda to speak
to the RAB committee as a whole.

(b) Nature of discussions. The installa-
tion shall give careful consideration to
all comments provided by individual
RAB members. Group consensus is not
a prerequisite for RAB input. Each
member of the RAB may provide advice
as an individual; however, when a RAB
decides to vote or poll for consensus,
only community members should par-
ticipate.

(c) Meeting minutes. The installation
co-chair, in coordination with the com-
munity co-chair, shall prepare the min-
utes of each RAB meeting.

(1) The RAB meeting minutes shall
contain a record of the persons present;
a complete and accurate description of
matters discussed and comments re-
ceived; and copies of all reports re-
ceived, issued, or approved by the RAB.
The accuracy of all minutes shall be
certified by the RAB co-chairs. RAB
minutes should be kept in the informa-
tion repository; however, if the RAB
minutes reflect decision-making, cop-
ies should also be documented in the
Administrative Record.

(2) The records, reports, minutes, ap-
pendixes, working papers, drafts, stud-
ies, agenda, or other documents that
were made available to or prepared for
or by each RAB shall be available for
public inspection and copying at a pub-
licly accessible location, such as the
information repositories established
under the installation’s Community
Relations Plan, a public library, or in
the offices of the installation to which
the RAB reports, until the RAB ceases
to exist.

[71 FR 27617, May 12, 2006; 71 FR 30719, May
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§202.10 RAB adjournment and dissolu-
tion.

(a) RAB adjournment—(1) Requirements
for RAB adjournment. An Installation
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§202.10

Commander may adjourn a RAB with
input from the community when there
is no longer a need for a RAB or when
community interest in the RAB no
longer exists. An Installation Com-
mander may consider adjourning the
RAB in the following situations:

(i) A record of decision has been
signed for all DERP sites on the instal-
lation,

(ii) An installation has achieved re-
sponse complete at all sites and no fur-
ther environmental restoration deci-
sions are required,

(iii) An installation has all remedies
in place,

(iv) The RAB has achieved the de-
sired end goal as defined in the RAB
Operating Procedures,

(v) There is no longer sufficient, sus-
tained community interest, as docu-
mented by the installation with RAB
community members and community-
at-large input, to sustain the RAB. The
installation shall continue to monitor
for any changes in community interest
that could warrant reactivating or re-
establishing the RAB, or

(vi) The installation has been trans-
ferred out of DoD control and day-to-
day responsibility for making restora-
tion response decisions has been as-
sumed by the transferee.

(2) Adjournment procedures. If the In-
stallation Commander is considering
adjourning the RAB, the Installation
Commander shall:

(i) Consult with EPA, state, tribes,
RAB members, and the local commu-
nity, as appropriate, regarding ad-
journing the RAB and consider all re-
sponses before making a final decision.

(ii) Document the rationale for ad-
journment in a memorandum in a
memorandum for inclusion in the Ad-
ministrative Record, notify the public
of the decision through written notice
to the RAB members and through pub-
lication of a notice in a local news-
paper of general circulation, and de-
scribe other ongoing public involve-
ment opportunities that are available
if the Installation Commander decides
to adjourn the RAB.

(b) RAB dissolution—(1) Requirements
for RAB dissolution. An Installation
Commander may recommend dissolu-
tion of a RAB when a RAB is no longer
fulfilling the intended purpose of advis-
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ing and providing community input to
an Installation Commander and deci-
sion makers on environmental restora-
tion projects as described in §202.1(b).

(2) Dissolution procedures. If the In-
stallation Commander is considering
dissolving the RAB, the Installation
Commander shall:

(i) Consult with EPA, state, tribal
and local government representatives,
as appropriate, regarding dissolving
the RAB.

(ii) Notify the RAB community co-
chair and members in writing of the in-
tent to dissolve the RAB and the rea-
sons for doing so and provide the RAB
members 30 days to respond in writing.
The Installation Commander shall con-
sider RAB member responses, and in
consultation with EPA, state, tribal
and local government representatives,
as appropriate, determine the appro-
priate actions.

(iii) Notify the public of the proposal
to dissolve the RAB and provide a 30-
day public comment period on the pro-
posal, if the Installation Commander
decides to proceed with dissolution. At
the conclusion of the public comment
period, the Installation Commander
will review the public comments, con-
sult with EPA, state, tribal and local
government representatives, as appro-
priate, and, if the Installation Com-
mander still believes dissolution is ap-
propriate, render a recommendation to
that effect.

(iv) Send the recommendation, re-
sponsiveness summary, and all sup-
porting documentation via the chain-
of-command to the Military Compo-
nent’s Environmental Deputy Assist-
ant Secretary (or equivalent) for ap-
proval or disapproval. The Military
Component’s Environmental Deputy
Assistant Secretary (or equivalent)
shall notify the Office of the Deputy
Under Secretary of Defense (Installa-
tions & Environment) (or equivalent)
of the decision to approve or dis-
approve the request to dissolve the
RAB and the rationale for that deci-
sion.

(v) Document the recommendation,
responsiveness summary, and the ra-
tionale for dissolution in a memo-
randum for inclusion in the Adminis-
trative Record, notify the public of the
decision through written notice to the
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RAB members and through publication
of a notice in a local newspaper of gen-
eral circulation and describe other on-
going public involvement opportunities
that are available, once the Military
Component’s Environmental Deputy
Assistant Secretary (or equivalent)
makes a final decision.

(c) Reestablishing an adjourned or dis-
solved RAB. An Installation Com-
mander may reestablish an adjourned
or dissolved RAB if there is sufficient
and sustained community interest in
doing so, and there are environmental
restoration activities still ongoing at
the installation or that may start up
again. Where a RAB is adjourned or
dissolved and environmental restora-
tion activities continue, the Installa-
tion Commander should reassess com-
munity interest at least every 24
months. When all environmental res-
toration decisions have been made and
required remedies are in place and are
properly operating at an installation,
reassessment of the community inter-
est for reestablishing the RAB is not
necessary. When additional environ-
mental restoration decisions have to be
made resulting from subsequent ac-
tions, such as long-term management
and five-year reviews, the installation
will reassess community interest for
reestablishing the RAB. Where the re-
assessment finds sufficient and sus-
tained community interest at pre-
viously adjourned or dissolved RABs,
the Installation Commander should re-
establish a RAB. Where the reassess-
ment does not find sufficient and sus-
tained community interest in reestab-
lishing the RAB, the Installation Com-
mander shall document in a memo-
randum for the record the procedures
followed in the reassessment and the
findings of the reassessment. This doc-
ument shall be included in the Admin-
istrative Record for the installation. If
there is interest in reestablishment at
a previously dissolved RAB, but the In-
stallation Commander determines that
the same conditions exist that required
the original dissolution, he or she will
request, through the chain-of-command
to the Military Component’s Deputy
Assistant Secretary, an exception to
reestablishing the RAB. If those condi-
tions no longer exist at a previously
dissolved RAB, and there is sufficient

§202.11

and sustained interest in reestablish-
ment, the Installation Commander
should recommend to the Deputy As-
sistant Secretary that the RAB be re-
established. The Deputy Assistant Sec-
retary will take the Installation Com-
mander’s recommendation under ad-
visement and may approve that RAB
for reestablishment.

(d) Public comment. If the Installation
Commander intends to recommend dis-
solution of a RAB or reestablish a dis-
solved RAB, the Installation Com-
mander shall notify the public of the
proposal to dissolve or reestablish the
RAB and provide a 30-day public com-
ment period on the proposal. At the
conclusion of the public comment pe-
riod, the Installation Commander shall
review public comments; consult with
EPA and state, tribal, or local govern-
ment representatives, as appropriate;
prepare a responsiveness summary; and
render a recommendation. The rec-
ommendation, responsiveness sum-
mary, and all supporting documenta-
tion should be sent via the chain-of-
command to the Military Component’s
Environmental Deputy Assistant Sec-
retary (or equivalent) for approval or
disapproval. The Installation Com-
mander shall notify the public of the
decision.

§202.11 Documenting RAB activities.

(a) The installation shall document
information on the activities of a RAB
in the Information Repository. These
activities shall include, but are not
limited to:

(1) Installation’s efforts to survey
community interest in forming a RAB,

(2) Steps taken to establish a RAB
where there is sufficient and sustained
community interest,

(3) How the RAB relates to the over-
all community involvement program,
and

(4) Steps taken to adjourn, dissolve,
or reestablish the RAB.

(b) When RAB input has been used in
decision-making, it should be docu-
mented as part of the Administrative
Record.

[71 FR 27617, May 12, 2006; 71 FR 30719, May
30, 2006]
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